
WELLESBOURNE & DISTRICT and SHAKESPEARE LIONS CLUBS 
Entry form for the Raft Race - Sunday 20th June 2010 

Please enter the name & address of each crew member in block capitals 
1  
2  
3  
4  
5  
6  
7  
8  
9  
10  
 
Please enter ‘X’ in one box in each section below as appropriate: - 
Raft Classes ‘X’ 
Survivor Rafts constructed of drums, rope/string, polystyrene, wood planks etc.  
Formula 1 Rafts engineered to a “racing” specification above that of the Survivor class  
Mechanical Muscle powered (not motorised) rafts such as pedal powered, chain driven etc.  
Novelty Rafts designed to a recognisable theme, e.g. Dr Who, The Simpsons etc.  
 
Raft No & Classification confirmed: (Lions use only)  ____________________ 
 
I wish to enter the Raft Race and enclose a cheque to the value of £________ 
(£9.00 per crew member) - All cheques made payable to Wellesbourne & District Lions Club. 
 
I agree to abide by the rules, accept the Race organiser’s decision as final, and to raise money for the 
nominated charity. 
 
Each entrant must sign in on the day (parents to sign if entrant under 18 years of age – minimum age is 15 
years).  I enter the race at my own risk and agree that the organisers shall not be responsible for any injury 
or damage I sustain to myself or to others whether by accident or otherwise.  Personal insurance should be 
taken with an insurance company or broker.  I accept that every member of the crew must be able to 
swim and will wear a life jacket/buoyancy aid throughout the race and that entry will be 
refused if this rule is not complied with.  Disqualification on the day will mean your entry fee is 
forfeited. 
 
Signed Captain: __________________________ Contact phone: ___________________________

Name of raft: __________________________ Contact mobile: ___________________________ 

Date: __________________________ Contact email: ___________________________ 

 
 

Send with entry cheque to: From (Print Captain’s name)______________________________ 

Lion David Dumper  Address______________________________________________ 

99 Shottery Road  _____________________________________________________ 

Stratford upon Avon  _____________________________________________________ 

Warwickshire   _____________________________________________________ 

CV37 9QB   _____________________________________________________ 

Tel: 01789 550193  Post Code____________________ 

Email: david.dumper@ntlworld.com
 
 

PLEASE BRING A COPY OF YOUR SPONSORSHIP FORM WITH YOU ON THE DAY OF THE RACE.

mailto:david.dumper@ntlworld.com


RAFT CREW INFORMATION 
 

WELLESBOURNE & DISTRICT and SHAKESPEARE LIONS CLUBS RAFT RACE 
 
 
At the finish line we will be operating a public address broadcast system.  To help us to 
welcome your crew at the finish of the race, and to allow us to tell the thousands of 
people watching who you are and where you come from, please enter below any 
comments you would like us to make.  You can make the words serious or humorous, it 
will all add to the fun!!! 
 
Name of your raft……………… 
 
Your Company/Organisation…………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Name of Captain ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Have you entered the race before? Yes     No 
 
How much sponsorship are you hoping to obtain?      £  __________________                     
 
Any special request or information about your crew: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your support - see you at the finish !!!!!!!!!!!! 
 



IMPORTANT - RAFT SPECIFICATION 
 
 

1. Rafts must comprise of two or more hulls that are held in position by struts or a platform.  
Use of tyre inner tubes is permitted.  A canoe design is NOT permitted. 

 
2. To ensure stability and prevent rafts overturning, the distance between the outer hulls 

MUST be a minimum of one metre.  The minimum overall length of the raft should be at 
least 3 metres. 

 
3. Crew members MUST be able to affect an immediate escape from the raft and must not be 

restricted in any way.  Particular attention to this requirement must be taken into account 
in the design of “Mechanical” and “Novelty” class rafts. 

 
4. To ensure the safety of other raft crews, rafts must be designed in such a way that they do 

not have any dangerously protruding or sharp parts and must be constructed from non-
toxic materials.  Any barrels or containers must be completely clean both inside and out. 

 
5. To ensure the safety of other raft crews the use of glass fibre is not allowed other than for 

the superstructures of “Mechanical” and “Novelty” class rafts.  
 

6. When outriggers are used, they must at all times be in full contact with the water along 
their whole length. 

 
7. The rafts must only be propelled by paddles or poles.  The use of oars or rowlocks is not 

permitted.  All paddles must be home made and be of a single blade design.  The use of 
commercially designed paddles in not permitted. 

 
8. For safety reasons paddles must not be attached to crew members. 

 
9. For safety and timekeeping reasons it is important that the race marshals are able to 

identify all rafts at all race checkpoints.  See point 10. below. 
 

10. The allocated identification number of the raft must be visible from the front and both 
sides.  It must be clearly displayed above the water line in figures that are at least 230mm 
(9 inches) high.  The figures must not be affected by water. 

 
11. There must be 4 metres (12 feet) of 1/2” thick rope securely attached to the rear of the 

raft to allow the race safety divers to assist you when your raft passes over the two weirs. 
 

12. The crew must be able to manoeuvre their raft into the river without any additional 
external assistance.  Also, the weight of the raft must be considered with regard to its 
removal by its crew at the finish.



WELLESBOURNE & DISTRICT AND SHAKESPEARE LIONS CLUBS RAFT RACE 
WASPERTON TO STRATFORD UPON AVON SUNDAY, 20th JUNE 2010 

 
SAFETY RULES 
Raft racing can be great fun but having fun on the river or its banks, and particularly its weirs, can 
result in tragedy if insufficient care is taken.  Marshals and safety crew will be on the water and at 
checkpoints along the course to ensure your safety but you must do your part by agreeing to 
abide by the rules. 
• You must be at least 15 years of age. 
• The race is a lengthy one of over 7 miles and could take you 4 or more hours to complete. 

You need to feel that you are fit enough to do so.  Hypothermia, heat exhaustion, tiredness, 
blistered hands and injuries from paddles are all potential problems along the way. 

• Depending on the conditions on the day (e.g. hot, cold etc) you need to wear suitable 
clothing. 

• You need to be capable of swimming in that clothing in the event that you fall off the raft. 
• You must provide and wear a lifejacket properly tied, capable of supporting an unconscious 

person, at all times while on the river. 
• You must not take glass bottles of any kind onto the raft. 
• You must not carry any form of missiles on the raft such as food, flour bags, water 

bombs/buckets or spraying devices. 
• You must not indulge in behaviour likely to endanger yourself, other rafters, other river-craft 

and their passengers or wildlife including the consumption of drugs or alcohol. 
• You must not jump or dive off the raft, the river bank or the weirs.  The river is quite shallow 

in parts and you could injure yourself severely as a result. 
• Your raft number must, at all times, be capable of being seen from the riverbank.  This is to 

ensure that marshals can track your safe progress through the race. 
• You must inform a marshal as soon as possible if one of your crew has to leave the raft and 

the race. 
• You must not substitute crew during the race. 
• You must abide by any instructions given to you by marshals at the start or during the race. 
• You must follow the instructions given to you by safety crew/divers in and on the water, 

particularly at the weirs. 
• For safe handling over the weirs by the safety crew your raft must be fitted with a 4 metre 

rope (not longer), of about a half-inch thickness, attached only to the rear of the raft and by 
only one end of the rope.  Its free end must be capable of easy reach by the divers in the 
water. 

• The attached raft specification must be adhered to and is designed for your safety.  Failure to 
comply could result in your raft being re-classified and/or given a time penalty.  The 
organisers reserve the right to prohibit a raft that is considered to be dangerous.   

• It is the responsibility of the raft crew captain to ensure that all crew members comply with 
the race rules and conditions of entry. 

• Crews are responsible for the recovery of their raft to their home base if they pull out of the 
race at any point and are responsible for removing their rafts from the finish area by 6:00 pm 
on the race day. 

• No substitution of crew members during the race is permitted. 
• No animals are allowed on rafts. 
• Any crew members who are refused entry or if a raft is disqualified on the day will forfeit their 

entry money 
• Blatant disregard of any of these rules could lead to disqualification of the whole team from 

the race. 
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